
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Longford on Wednesday,
23rd January 2019 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan, 




Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock. 



IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

A minutes silence was held in memory of the late Peter Kelly. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Committee Meeting held on the 28th November 2018.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 28th November 2018.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The January Management Report , as circulated, was noted.
Councillor G. Warnock welcomed the footpath works in Annaly Park and the works being undertaken on the Canal in association with Waterways Ireland.  Councillor Warnock requested that the works for the provision of the pedestrian lights on Park Road be completed.

Footpath Rehabilitation Programme.

Rehabilitation works will start in early 2019 following the appointment of a Craftworker. 
Extinguishment of Right of Way at Dun Darrach.

An update was given to the members regarding the extinguishment of Right of Way at Dun Darrach. Report which is currently being prepared by the Council’s Solicitor will be forwarded to the members when available. 
2019 CATHAOIRLEACH AWARDS.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed

that Longford Society of St. Vincent de Paul be nominated by Longford Municipal District for
the 2019 Cathaoirleach Awards in recognition of the Society’s ongoing work in fighting poverty 
through practical assistance to people in need.
PART 8 REPORT – INDUSTRIAL UNIT AT LISNAMUCK.

On the proposal of Councillor Joe Flaherty seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of an Industrial Unit at Lisnamuck, IDA Business Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford, as circulated.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Attic House.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by 

Councillor M. Sexton -
“I am calling on this Municipal District to make a once-off payment to Attic House from our

 resources, to support their project and ensure its success.”

It was agreed that a payment, not exceeding €15,000, taken from paid parking surplus and Longford MD General Municipal Allocation, will be made to Attic House.
Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that a multi-annual allocation of funding to the Attic (similar to Backstage Theatre) should be considered. 

CORRESPONDENCE – circulated.
Letter dated 7th January 2019 received from Irish Water Support Desk regarding 
sewerage network in the Ferefad, Knockahaw and Dublin Road areas of Longford 
town.
Councillor J. Flaherty requested an up-to-date report for the February MD Meeting on all sewerage schemes in the town which need investment. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

E. Bennett gave updates on the following  -

· Provision of Cycle Lane/Footpath on Abbeycartron Lane  - subject to funding.
· Sight distance – Demesne onto Lisbrack Road  -  location of Stop sign to be considered.

· Round-a-bout on the Battery Road to the Demesne – application has been made for a Low Cost Safety Scheme for work at this location. 

· Right turn off the Battery Road to Abbeycartron- round-a-bout required, subject to funding.

· Footpath Replacement Progamme 2019  -  works required and costings.
Priority to be given to the following -  

· Shannonvale.
· College Park.

· Blindmans Walk.

· Demesne/Pearse Drive

Eamon Bennett said that the estimated cost of the above works is in the region of €450,000.

John McKeon said that there was limited funding available from development levies and 
commitment should be given to carry out works in two of the areas mentioned.
In response to a query from Councillor J. Flaherty regarding the raising of a loan to carry out 
works to footpaths, J. McKeon stated that this request can be considered in the context of the 
preparation of the 2020 Budget. 

Appointment of Town Sergeant  -  Councillor P. Nolan.

Sanction awaited from the Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government for the creation of a Community Warden post.

Report on proposed works in Ballymacormack Cemetery.

M. McNerney briefed the members on report circulated regarding proposed works in Ballymacormack Cemetery.  Councillor Nolan referred to a number of issues raised by the Caretaker in Ballymacormack.  The Environment Section will make contact with the Caretaker regarding these issues. 
War Memorial on the Market Square.

Update provided by Martin Morris, Archivist, was noted.

The following issues were raised by Councillor J. Browne  and updates were given -

· Speed Driver Feedback Signs.
· Ardagh Road at the rear of Stonepark School. 

· Lighting of the Pedestrian Crossing at Aldi on the Athlone Road.

Location of The Salt Barn at the Council Yard, Park Road.

The members again raised the issue of noise levels from the Salt Barn during the loading of the 

gritters and recommended that the Salt Barn be relocated to the outskirts of the town with 

access to the N4. 

E. Bennett briefed the members regarding the process for loading salt onto the gritters at the Salt 

Barn during severe weather. 

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that 

a comprehensive report be prepared for the next MD Meeting on activity in the Council Yard and suggestions as to how the Salt Barn could be relocated. 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Councillors J. Flaherty and S. Butler declared an interest in this item.

J. McKeon referred to letter received from the President of Longford Chamber seeking increased 

financial support from the Municipal District towards the 2019 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was agreed that 

€7,500 be allocated from Longford Municipal District to Longford Chamber towards the 2019 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Car Park at Aldi.

Councillor J. Flaherty referred to the condition of the Car Park at Aldi and the issue of clamping 

during the Christmas period.

It was agreed that a meeting will be arranged with the Management Company regarding the 

issues at this location.  In the meantime contact will be made with the Planning Section 

regarding regarding Enforcement issues. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator
Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
27th February 2019.
Signed: _______________

               Cathaoirleach.
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